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562 LESLIE'S AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL RECOLLECTIONS. [Oct. 

6. — Autobiographical Recollections. By the late Chaeles Robert 
Leslie, R. A. Edited, with a Prefatory Essay on Leslie as an 
Artist, and Selections from his Correspondence, by Tom Taylor, 
Esq., Editor of the "Autobiography of Haydon." Boston: Ticknor 
and Fields. 1860. 12mo. pp. lviii. and 363. 

We owe the publication of these delightful Recollections to a well- 
grounded belief on the part of Mr. Leslie, that much which had inter- 
ested him in the course of his professional life was of a character to be 
read with interest by others, on account of its connection with " persons 
whose names will outlive the present age." Accordingly, about ten 
years before his death, which occurred in May, 1859, he commenced 
an account of his own life, with anecdotes and notices of the distin- 
guished men with whom he had been brought into daily contact, or 
whom he had occasionally met in society. This narrative appears to 
have been prepared in great part from earlier memoranda, and, though 
incomplete, it is brought down nearly to the close of his life. The style 
is easy and familiar, and many of Mr. Leslie's reminiscences possess 
much interest. His parents were natives of this country ; but about 
1793 they went to England, and there Charles was born, on the 19th of 
October, 1794. "When he was about five years old his parents returned 
to the United States ; but after his father's death a generous friend sent 
him abroad, in order that he might perfect himself in drawing and 
painting, for which he had early shown a marked taste. He arrived at 
Liverpool in December, 1811 ; and from that time until his death, with 
the exception of a short visit to this country and an occasional journey 
to Scotland or to the Continent, he continued to reside in England. 
During this period he became acquainted with all the principal artists, 
and with many of the most celebrated poets and prose-writers ; and of 
many of them he has preserved graphic sketches or characteristic anec- 
dotes. His remarks on West, Allston, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Turner, 
Haydon, and other painters of this period, are especially noteworthy ; 
and some of his anecdotes of Sir Walter Scott, Sydney Smith, Rogers, 
Coleridge, and others, are told with much skill. Leslie was a keen 
observer ; and, apart from the charm which he has thrown over nearly 
every page of his Recollections, we are indebted to him for much 
judicious criticism in art, and occasionally for new light on the charac- 
ters of the men whom he describes. 

These Recollections fill about half of the volume, and are followed 
by some interesting extracts from his correspondence, consisting, how- 
ever, almost entirely of letters to his sister, Miss Eliza Leslie of Phila- 
delphia, and to Washington Irving, together with some letters from the 
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latter. Leslie's letters are written with even greater ease and sim- 
plicity than his Recollections, and, like them, contain many striking bits 
of criticism, and not a few amusing anecdotes. The collection covers 
nearly the whole period of his second residence in England, and, though 
less complete than we could have desired, it adds much to the value of 
the book. 

Mr. Taylor has discharged his editorial duties in a very creditable 
manner. He has prefixed a carefully prepared essay on Leslie's pic- 
tures, including a critical examination of his most celebrated works, and 
some just observations on his general characteristics as a painter and a 
writer on Art ; and he has added a few explanatory notes, and a chron- 
ological list of Leslie's principal pictures. 



7. — Memorials of Thomas Hood. Collected, arranged, and editea 
by his Daughter. With a Preface and Notes by his Son. Illus- 
trated with Copies from his own Sketches. Boston : Ticknor and 
Fields. 1860. 2 vols. 16mo. pp. xviii. and 310, 327. 

It is a difficult and delicate task which he assumes who undertakes 
to write the life of a near relative. To a biographer the temptation is 
always great to magnify the virtues which he records, and even to de- 
fend the faults which every one else perceives ; but when he is not only 
exposed to these disturbing influences, but is also allied to the subject 
of his memoir by close domestic ties, the difficulties with which he has 
to contend are greatly increased, and strict impartiality is seldom or 
never attained. It is not surprising, therefore, that Hood's children 
should not have escaped these perils of biography, and that some abate- 
ment must be made from their estimate of their father. But they have 
written with so much modesty and simplicity, and there is so much 
that was beautiful in his character and life, that few persons will feel 
any regret that we owe these Memorials to the promptings of filial 
affection, or will feel disposed to take much exception to the portrait 
which they present. 

Hood's position in English literature is somewhat peculiar. He does 
not hold a very high rank either as a poet or as a prose-writer ; yet he 
has always enjoyed a large measure of popularity, and his death was 
deeply and widely felt. His writings overflow with wit and humor ; yet 
his most celebrated production, " The Song of the Shirt," owes its power 
to its deep and unaffected pathos, and his own life was a sad one. He 
was born, as nearly as his children can ascertain, on the 23d of May, 
1799, and he died on the 3d of May, 1845 ; and almost the whole of 



